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hay 30, 253G
Prodrie sland Indian Communty Membors
SURIFCT:  WOLFCHILD v ENFTED STATES (LS. Courtof Federat Claims}
Dreae Compmnity Membors:

Many of you recently received comespondence from fhe Jaw fom of Mohvman & Kaurdah, PAL,
erclosing & Legel Notiee segarding the Shefdon Peiers Wolfehild o ol v Usired Sarey Ivwsalt.
Mary of vou alse reveived hetters thist weee addressed o dueensed Gundly wmewibers, Bothuse we
cannot prevent Molirman & Kaardal, PA. from contacting Commmunity Members to provide the
iegal Notice, their decision to send letiers 1o deceased family neembors was unforianstely
seyond ow contrel. Tt appenrs that in their aval t find more pliinti il 1o jobn this case, no o
shought to consider the effect such Tetters would have on families of decvssmt Community
ilernbirs,

Becmme we hive received numerous calls from Community Members reparhing wht this lats
cotrespondence means for the Puirie Idand Indizn Coreauriity, we wanted 1o addeess séene of
the eoncerns raised and clarify some important poiets showt this case - poims oflen
miginterpreted 1o e predia
s The Walbhild Huisation is Bebween the named individual pladntifis wnd the TUnited Staies,
The Commuinity 15 108 & piarty o the swit and will not be bouad by any judgment i e
et '

o The Wolfchild Complaint does mot usk for any relief frow the Commuily, it anly asks
for vacney dammges from the United Siates.

e The United Sutes Count of Federal Claims has jusisdiction ooly to consider activas Tor
moseey damages aguinst the United States based on the government’s breach of the
Constiution, Executive Onder, agency regulation, statute, or contruct,

s The United States Court of Federsd Claims does aof have jurisdiction to awaed money
damages agaiost the Community.
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The United States Court of Federal Clims deer aor have juisdiction to dorrmine
axcrabership disputes of the Sloux Communities,  The Wolfehild Complaint does ol ask
for much p determinstion. Membership in the Conununitics is detornrined cxclusively by
the Comersmity Constinitions and Communsty laws,

Thee United Stwes Court of Peders! Claims dpey mef have jurisdiction o dansher
swnershin of lands lvelved bn the Javesuit, The Welfhitd Complaint does pot sk Tor s
tremsfer of title 1o the rvobved fnds.

The United States Cowrt of Federa! Claims doey sof have jurisdiction to tecognies groups

of tndisny av rew tribes  The Wolfibitd Complaint does netask for such recognilion.

The Wolithitd Complaiol dees alfcge that the Unised Sttes bauf an cbligstion o "ensure

st the vees aed henefits of the 1856 Lands would secree 10 die benelicte s [Flainifls]
shone, and oo Sthers, (Congpladng, Faragraph 253 The "UER6 Lands” are lapuis gl wai
swrelsed by Toderal pppropeiathons n 1888, 1889, and 1890 Tor “loyal Méowakanions”,
maning hose Mdewskamons who did ot partieipele = e 1862 Dodota Confiict und
whi sulseouently “sovered” their irdbal vlations.

4 is Effoult e defipe specifically who o “loyal Mdewakanions™ might be, snce ihie
Riows reservations wore extinguished by President Lingoly followmng the Condlict aud
ey Mdenakantons sl oy Sioux Commaunities Bed the wws and eried ap sealtered
theoughout  Minmesots, South and Nerh Dakots Momemn ond 3o Capads,
Nevertheless, thore was 8 roll of such pesons taken on May 20, 1886,

Approximaiely 120 gorss of 1386 lands were purshased in Crondhee Cowdy from
Andrew and Amnas Johnson on Mey 3. 1889; 572 actes of such tands were purchased in
Redwned County: and spprosimately 258 acres svere prchied ia Scou County, The
Waliehitd lowsalt is about how those lands were managed.

Froasure Btised Resort & Casino ig pot built on 1886 Jands, sad the soquired lumds were
used principadly as sgrieuitured lands watil very recontly. Fndinn land cortilicates were
frsued 10 guakifed descendents from the TERG wolls until 1986, when Congress pussed
Public Law 96557, which teansforeed henelicial tile 1o the tands o the Commmmity for
the bonefit of 581 of the Commumity Members. Sinee casine profits do oot derive Gom

1886 Jands, the lewsuit wil not result in daiiages that e the vopivalent of Pratrie Island
casime profis. I damsges nltimuately sre awanded, ey should relete only 2o the past use
of the sctual 1886 lands, for example the apncultural rentalz that woukd have been
seeeived on 13 sores i Goodlae Couty over thme, Once aain, any dumages would be
peried By the Usnited Sunes, not the Community

Thi Wolfchild bawsuit is far fom fAnished. The United States is sl onsidering wopeal
cptions {of which there are 3 dumber). Further, an “gccounting” bas yet 1o ke done by the
Limited Ststes to determing how the 1486 fands were managed in the past, what profits
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were varmed, 2o whess the profits wore discbored. and whether mere should heve been
o,

Bun withou appeals, mech tme witl puer before there 35 even o frial coun detarminalion
ookt of e dssues e the sult

Uhenpite the Tt i the Cowrt of Pederd Clalios dews aor haove Jursfiction o sward
mienay dimages opstest the Community and desy ot bave Juilsdiciion fo deterisiing
wombership tesmes, the Lower S Indtan Commumity Tobal Counul passed 2
remolution i sy 206 socking o

St

reve dhe Ot fo have Hee Prdde Inband Indie Cosevonily st the Shalioper
Mdswakanton Sieus {Dabotd Commounity apgear oy o DefendantsIntereeson s

e b

5 mathosise futher Toped proceodings to sedh an bhunition ghing the Lower Siols
tnding Commpanity responsbstity for the collestion aad disdwreae of 48 st
gumding and ofker svennes from Fie Tower Stous Iadlan Comssuity, the P
tdasd fedin Comeanity, and the Blakepes Mldoseiiming Bowm {Thokate)
Ciopnmaniay; and

dwe the Lower Rioes Indbn Comeomity power 3o meveke, aher, and amped g
sonstination and by dews of the Lower Sloax Tndion Comeunity, the Protinie Ishd
Tnabinn Crmamrdty, 8 the Shebopee Miewabanion v (Duhote) Commpnty.

Fhe Lanier Slosee Indins Commpnity bas sy fepal vl to onr Coomaend’s goniay
erwmme, B Holil to vontrol the coffection and disbursoment &f s Commusity's
revenme, and we right le revobe, alter, or swend sy Commuady's Consiintion wed
Br-laws, Mot swprisingly, therelore, B Lower Sieax ludion Commmiy bas et
praed the tveatessd fogal action during the past 5 menths, I any weent, Wi wisidd
viporndy oppore iy sk logal setion, el pursee saiedos: agalnst aRy storney
prsinn oF ebtity who purmed sich Flvoloes fepal setion.

fa fmnumry 004, B wos dle ooported n various shous alounis shat e Lodwer S
adian Commaseadty wonld extend memberdiy o 2000 “Hae! desckndons” Ol sws
smounts pleee fa ol sunder of “Heeal descendass™ gt 3,000, Pedugs recopuiang
st wurh s action could incremse tebyd mavebesshin By pewdy ton timees the current
eorelimont, to the bes of our knowledpe, wo sech action Tis been inken b the Set S
.

White the claitoed bewelits of pariivipation s the Ytgation ate grealy exaggensted and
B the purtadiotion of e Lnited States Cout of Federpd Ulals - andd carks fiy don’t
om0 the bunedits we reveive a6 Mambers of G Praiste hiund Indion Corsmmity -
pesential “tinsod dessendants™ who repest o fole 52 3 phentf aod b repressuied by
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Mohrman & Kanedal, AL are guoranteed ong thing: “pon may be liable for your pro

raty share of the costs and pxpenses of the Stigation.”

We hope this s belpful to vou, We will continue to closely monstor e lgxion and report
back 1o you on any significant developments. 11 you have any fother questions, please do ot
hesltate 4o contact us or the legol depsrtment snd we will try 10 provide answers o those
guestions,

Sincerely,
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